AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please replace paragraph [0008] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0008] The present invention provides a new and improved tailgate assembly that 

overcomes the foregoing difficulties and others and provides the aforementioned and 
other advantageous features. More particularly, in accordance with one aspect of the 
present invention, [[the]] a tailgate assembly is adapted to be mounted along an open 
edge of a vehicle's load-carrying bed. Tho tailgato is ab l e to a l ternative l y pivot about (1 ) 
an axis genera ll y parallel w i th a bottom odgo of tho tailgato for movomont botwoon a 
c l osed posit i on and a fo l d opon pos i tion and (2) an ax i s genera ll y paral l el with a l ateral 
edge of tho ta il gato for movomont botwoon tho closed posit i on and a sw i ng open 
position. The tailgate assembly includes a stamped sheet metal frame having a 
reinforced cross-sectional shape with an inner side facing an associated vehicle's load- 
carrying bed and an outer side opposite the inner side. A skin is attached to the outer 
side of the frame. 

Please replace paragraph [0009] with the following amended paragraph: 

[0009] According to another aspect of the present invention, a dua l modo vehicle 

closure structure is provided. More particularly, in accordance with this aspect of the 
invention, the dua l- modo vehicle closure structure includes a frame having a double-hat 
shape including a raised section and an inner flange and an outer flange flanking the 
raised section. A sheet molding compound structural cladding is adjacent and 
connected to the raised section of the frame. A skin is adjacent and connected to the 
outer flange of the frame. 

Please replace the Abstract paragraph with the following amended Abstract 
paragraph: 

A tailgate assembly adapted to be mounted along an open edge of a vehicle's 
load-carrying bed i s prov i ded. Tho tai l gato is able to altornat i voly pivot about (1 ) an axis 
genera ll y paralle l w i th a bottom odgo of the ta il gate for movomont between a c l osed 
pos i t i on and a fo l ded open posit i on and (2) an axis general l y parallel with o l ateral odge 
of tho tailgato for movomont botwoon tho c l osed posit i on and a swing open position. 
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Tho ta il gate assembly includes a stamped sheet metal frame having a reinforced cross- 
sectional shape with an inner side facing an associated vehicle's load-carrying bed and 
an outer side opposite the inner side. The tailgate assembly further includes a skin 
attached to the outer side of the frame. 
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